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Kurt H. Wolff (New York: Free Press, 1964), pp. 387-90.
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Social Solidarity System among Arabian Peninsula Tribes:
al-Farquah and al-Rafdah

Mohammed K. Al-Oteiby
Assistant Professor, Social Studies Department, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This is a descriptive analytical study of the social solidarity system among Arabian Peninsula
tribes. In writing this paper, the researcher depended on oral history as his basic data: senior members
from the tribes of the area were interviewed. The main research questions addressed in this paper are as

follows:

1.

2
3
4

The definition of al-farquah and al-rafdah from the vantage point of tribal mores.
The circumstances under which al-farquah and al-rafdah are exacted.
Deefining the different attributes of people who pay al-farquah and al-rafdah.

Deelineating the different degrees of obligation as related to al farquah and al-rafdah and exp-
jaining why al-farquah is obligatory while al-rafdah is voluntary.

Elucidation of the functions of a social solidarity system as it relates to solving the social and
economic problems of the nomadic community.

Finally, the paper addressed alternative modes of system adaptation to the rapid social changes
in Saudi Arabia, especially over the last twenty years. Families’ funds were presented as a new
functional alternative to cope with existing structural changes that have taken place in the sys-
tem of social solidarity.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

