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On Contradictions between the Interpretation of Meaning
and the Stipulation of ‘I‘rgb in Arabic Grammar

Sahib Jafar Abu Janah )
Professor, Arabic Depariment, Faculty of Arts, Al-Musiansiriyyah University
Baghdad, Irag

Abstract. Later grammarians as a common practice did not care to notice the ancient grammarians’ dis-
tinctions between semantic interpretation and ‘“rab analysis. This is one major reason behind the misun-
derstanding and ambiguity that underlies the ideas and principles of those ancient grammarians. It seems
that most of al-Khalil’s ideas had suffered from this practice of later grammarians who did not understand
fully those ideas and the way in which he expressed them.

Tbn Jinni (d. A.H. 392) had written a chapter in his book al-Khasa'is to deal with this issue under the
title: “The difference between the stipulation of “i°rdb and the explanation of meaning”; some leading
ancient grammarians also paid attention to the transformation of the Arabic styles and recorded some
cases of the changes that resulted in transforming the meanings of certain grammatical constrructions from
their original concepts to new ones according to the changes of usages and the need to express new mean-
ings dictated by new social and psychological changes. These grammatical constructions may borrow other
constructions and give them new meanings that could be understood in the context in which they are used.
These changes were not noticed by latter grammarians because they used to stipulate certain ‘Frab
analyses for many Arabic Styles even if these stipulations contradicted the styles under discussion in this

paper.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

