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Arab Fires in the Pre-Islamic Period:
Some Mythical Aspects

Abdul Rahman A. Al-Debasi
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language,
Colige of Ars, King Saud Universiy, Rivadi, Suadi Arapia

Abstract. Scveral attempts have recently been made to explore the field of Pre-Islamic Avib mythology.
As far as [ know. however, mythology telated to fire has never been thoroughly investigated . although it
is, as [ believe, very significant. The present papet. therefore, will single out for scholarly investigation the
mythology of fire umong the people of pre-Islamic Arabia. In order to grasp the mythological and ritualis-
tic significance the practices of fire might have had, this study will trace and analyze the cultural and liter-
ary heritage related to fire. Given the assumption that these practices could have been the result of foreign
influence. the contacts between pre-Islamic Arabs and other cultures (Persian. ancient Egyptian. Indian,
Hebraic, and Byzantine) is lirst briefly dealt with. and the status of fire among these cultures is pointed
out. The focal point of the study is thus Arab fires associated with rain, night travel. allinnee. betrayal.
war. fermale demons and hospitality. [t goes without saying that the study will only investigate the mate-

rials that seem to have mythological implications.



