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The role of analepsis and prolepsis in the temporal Structure of the Narrative:
Novel "'Ikhtia™ as an example

Ghada Mohammed Fathy Ebrahim
Assistant Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Sciences and Humanities - Aflaj,
Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia
(Received: 11/ 7/1443 H, Accepted for publication 8/ 10/1443 H)
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Abstract. The chronological narrative techniques depend on two fundamental types of construction, which are the
linear temporal structure, based on the logical sequence of events from the past to the present. The second type
depends on a chronological order that varies according to the growth of events and the development of characters.
This results in a temporal structure that ranges between the past, the present and the future. Gérard Gent
differentiates between two temporal orderings, namely Analepsis and Prolepsis, and specifies the role of each in
the temporal narrative structure. The analepsis is a temporal regression that moves towards the past to retrieve
previous events, while the prolepsis anticipates the future events during which the timeline of the event jumps
distances forward. Each of the two temporal axes has a role to play in the structure of the chronological narrative.
The analepsis fills in the gaps by highlighting events, characters, places and times that the narration needs to
complete its construction. The prolepsis goes beyond the present time to shed light on future events to arouse
excitement while drawing the future vision. This research aims to shed light on the role of analepsis and prolepsis
in the growth of the narrative temporal structure through a narrative model, which is the novel "lIkhtia" by Emile
Habibi.
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