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The Mental Image of Saudi Women Driving in the Media
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Abstract. Among issues pertinent to Saudis, women have occupied a significant position not only in the domestic
media but also in the Western media; it is no secret that the media is largely influential on the public when raising
issues related to women, be they negative or positive. Whenever the media adopt and support particular attitudes,
especially negative ones, the public will move towards the dimension due to the power, inferentiality, and
publicity the media enjoy; and thus, in most cases, the public opinion is formed in a manner consistent with the
ideas supported by the media. Hence, the significance of the current study can be captured in the following points:
1. Exploring motives and reasons for making Saudi women a subject for research as the advancement of women is
not achieved only through focusing on economic, social, political and legal factors.

2. The study should be seen as a scientific addition to academic studies related to the image of women in the media
as most previous findings are somewhat outdated, especially since this type of research is relevant to activities and
its results are dynamic (i.e., changing).

3. Shedding light on Saudi women and giving them adequate attention as members of the Saudi society helps in
enhancing their role in developing their society.

The study reached a set of results, including the extent to which Saudi women are capable of driving vehicles,
where “average capable” came first, “qualified” came second, and then “incapable” came third.
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