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Mechanisms of Meaning Generation in the Compilation *"Me Shadowed by Your
Laugh™ by Poet Mohammed Habibi
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Abstract. This research addresses the mechanisms of meaning generation in the compilation “Me Shadowed by
Your Laugh” poet “Mohammed Habibi”, utilizing the semiotic method that is concerned with studying signs and
the relationship between signifier and signified. The paper was divided into four sections, preceded by an
introduction and a preface, and followed by a conclusion. The first section depicts the poet’s psychological state,
and how it impacts meaning generation, while the second section explores the roleof symbol in meaning
generation. The third section deals with the linguistic displacement through the right and left displacement in the
structure of sentences and the switch from some morphological forms of word to other ones. The fourth section
examines semantic intertextuality, be it subjective, internal, or the external, as a technical mechanism for meaning
generation. Among the findings of the research are that the morphological form for duality was the most dominant
in the compilation in comparison to other forms, which alludes to the poet's sense of loneliness and feeling of
loss. For this reason, he relied on duality, which involves an extreme urge to have another self to join himself, and
move altogether. The results also show that that the poet sometimes used and employed symbols differently from
the way they are by other poets; while others have used women as a symbol for other things such as land and
freedom, he has done the reverse as is the case in the poem, The Tale.
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