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The Poetic Verse by al-Marrar ibn Mungqith al-‘Adawi (...-100 AH),
Did you recognize the home, or did you fail to recognize it ** Between Tibrak,
Shassay, and ‘Abaqurr
A Study in the Challenges of Interpretation and Narration
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Abstract. This paper deals with a verse of a classical Arabic poem, rhymed in -r, by the poet al-Marrar ibn
Mungith al-‘AdawT al-Tamimi. This poem is lengthy, consisting of ninety-five verses, and narrated by Aba al-
‘Abbas al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi in his selection of poems, known as al-Mufaddaliyyat. Al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi’s
selection of poems achieved extended fame among the poetry narrators and critics. The verse, being studied in this
paper, was extensively mentioned in Arabic language dictionaries as well as dictionaries of countries, both pre-
modern and modern. It is also used as poetic evidence by the commentators of poetry for some sites in Najd in the
Arabian Peninsula. The challenge is not in the spreading of this verse, but, as we think, in the way the names of
these sites were drafted, as mentioned in its various narrations, and how this verse was used as evidence. It is
possible that the misplacement of diacritical marks, alteration, an error in the narration, lack of knowledge of the
milieu and place in which the poet lived by those who narrate it, or all of these factors combined was a reason for
not knowing the correct sites as the poet intended in his verse.
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