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The Visual Content of Satirical Videos & its Role in Conveying the
Communicative Message: A Content Analysis of Episodes from the YouTube
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Abstract. The study aimed to identify satirical video, and to explore its methods, analyze its content and form;
examine how its visual content is employed to convey communicative content and achieve persuasive appeals. The
study followed a descriptive approach using content analysis method for (47) episodes of the satirical YouTube
program “Zool Cafe”; selected comprehensively. The results proved that satirical videos address, news and
political topics to achieve goals such as, criticism and exposing corruption, informing, raising political awareness,
defending freedoms and justice, rejecting regionalism and tribalism. The trend of satirical content is the rejection
of social behavior, actions of officials and leaders. Emotional appeals in the content outweighed rational appeals,
employing satirical methods such as mimicry, gestures, the presenter's body language, caricature, character
depiction, puns, and wordplay, using the sketch and solo presentation, along with videos, songs, and interviews.
The study confirmed the richness of satirical video by diversifying content templates such as commentary, news,
expressive, narrative, and documentary templates, using a variety of graphics, such as traditional shapes, texts,
infographics, and illustrations, paying attention to folkloric, traditional SFXs and VFXs, moving to suggest time
and place, and using warm colors in the presentation. The study concluded with a set of recommendations.
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