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Abstract. This study draws on accounts related to slavery in the corpus of classical Arabic prose. In using the
term slave in this study, we refer specifically to its meaning denoting the “owned self”—a person bought and sold,
whether male or female. The analysis is inspired by examining these accounts through the lens of Hegel’s master-
slave dialectic.The significance of this study lies in the lack of independent scholarly works focusing on slavery
within the literary corpus. Its primary aim is to examine the self of the slave as both controlled and, paradoxically,
as controlling their master. While the former role is evident, the latter is the central focus of this study, as it seeks
to uncover the implicit and often overlooked aspects of this inverted duality. The intrigue of this paradox lies in
the notion of the slave as autonomous or even as a master in their own right.
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