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Abstract. This study aimed to explore the extent of university librarians' awareness of big data, their knowledge of
its sources and forms, the most important skills needed to deal with big data, and to identify its fields of use in
university libraries, in addition to exploring any statistically significant differences in the librarians' awareness
between the targeted universities. The researcher used the quantitative survey method using a survey questionnaire
to collect data from 69 librarians at Taibah University and King Abdulaziz University. The study found that the
librarians have high awareness of big data, its importance in libraries, its types, and characteristics, and have high
knowledge of its sources and forms. The study also showed that the librarians are familiar with a number of
necessary skills and the various fields of using big data in university libraries, and that there are no statistically
significant differences in the librarians’ awareness between the universities. This study is of theoretical and
practical importance due to the scarcity of studies addressig big data in university libraries in the Arabian Gulf
particularly and highlighting the importance and usefulness of adopting big data management in university
libraries.
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