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Khaldoun Ahmed Al-Jaafra
PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, Ministry of Education, Jordan.
(Received: 28/ 6/1446 H, Accepted for publication 26/ 7/1446 H)
https:/doi.org/10.33948/ARTS-KSU-37-3-4

Keywords: Parallelism; Self; Time; Mirror; Space.

Abstract. The research tracks the movement of the relationship of the self through the "I" and the "Other" in two
different cultural and time perspectives through Kamsteer, a short story collection by Jordanian writer Ja’far Al-
Auqili, and The Tartar Steppe by Italian novelist Dino Buzzati. Using the twin concepts of time and the mirror as its
guiding metaphors, the enquiry explores semantic structures, narrative vision, titles, narrative identity, and spatial
constructs. The comparative methodology the study adopts is parallelism, prized for its ability to create a dialogic
balance between human literatures and cultural expressions, despite criticism of previous comparative approaches
for relying on a chronological model of influence and reception. Instead, it uses Greimasian semiotics to reveal
deeper layers of meaning in both texts. They note a stark contrast in the representation of selfhood. The Tartar
Steppe reifies the self as a closed identity; the Other is always an enemy, serving as a basis for greater isolation
and existential futility. In contrast, Kamsteer’s self is more fluid and ambivalent, moving toward a sustained, if
complicated, conversation with both self and Other. Despite these differences, both works center on introspective
protagonists, and the inner life of each dominates the narrative fabric. Both titles reveal a thematic rift—pain and
passage—that transcends epochs, showing how even a comparative reading of titles prompts a dialogue on human
suffering and temporal existence.Through its comparative literary approach, the study underscores how examining
familiar tropes across different cultural contexts reveals both universal and culture-specific dimensions of textual
meaning. It argues that juxtaposing texts yields complex interrelations and differences that enrich our
understanding of literary constructions of identity and otherness. This perspective foregrounds the aesthetic and
humanistic resonances of each work, advocating for a dynamic model of literary engagement that views
equivalence as a framework for meaningful intellectual dialogue, rather than a prescriptive sameness..
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