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Abstract. The paper aims to conduct a cognitive semantic analysis of the category of "ugliness" in the Arabic
language by employing componential analysis of the meanings of lexical variables representing the basic level of
this category within the framework of Prototype Theory. The objective is to identify the primary representatives of
this category in Arabic dictionaries and subsequently establish a set of features related to the basic level of the
category. The analysis derives its cognitive and methodological basis from the cognitive semantic approach, which
views language as part of a universal human cognitive capacity capable of describing the world as perceived by
people. Specifically, it utilizes Prototype Theory, initiated by Eleanor Rosch, to classify the internal structure of
categories. The study chooses to focus on the basic level of the prototype model (higher, basic, and subordinate
levels) because this level is distinguished in cognitive classification by carrying the highest amount of information
and achieving the greatest degree of validity, making it the most effective in differentiating between various
categories, including the category of ugliness. The research concludes that applying the prototype model to study
the members of the basic level of the ugliness category in Arabic dictionaries has resulted in a deeper
understanding of how language organizes complex concepts. Ugliness in the Arabic language reflects a multi-level
cultural, cognitive, and perceptual conceptualization. The analysis of semantic lexical variables highlights
distinctions between physical and moral ugliness based on their proximity to or distance from the prototype.
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