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Abstract. This research deals with the problem of Mamlik sources about the death of Sultan Al-Zahir Baybars (d.
676 AH/1277 AD). Despite the availability of eyewitnesses from historians of Baybars’ era, and the availability of
many Mamluk sources that studied his reign; the reasons for his death were surrounded by ambiguity. Many
questions arose about the manner of his death; was it for health reasons, criminal, military, economic,
psychological, or mythological reasons related to astrology superstitions and prophecies of Sufi sheikhs, or was it
a mixture of all these reasons? The research explains the development of historical narratives related to the death
of Al-Zahir Baybars, starting with the narratives of contemporary sources of Baybars in the seventh century
AH/thirteenth century AD, and what happened to these narratives in terms of additions, decreases, or changes in
their content in the following centuries until the ninth century AH/sixteenth century AD.
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