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Abstract. This study explores the manifestations of place in Bread and Silence, the first short story collection by
Mohammed Ali Alwan, which offers fertile ground for literary investigation. It employs a dual approach that
combines artistic analysis and semiotic methodology to examine the aesthetic dimensions of place and its
symbolic, social, and psychological functions. The findings reveal that place acts as an active structural element
contributing to the formation of characters, the development of the plot, and the production of meaning. The study
uncovers a clear hierarchy in the use of places, beginning with places of belonging, which embody identity and
memory, and ending with places of alienation, which reflect estrangement and conflict. Furthermore, the study
shows that these places carry symbolic and cultural connotations linked to southern heritage and play a vital role in
generating dramatic tension and enhancing the aesthetic dimension of the texts. It concludes that place functions as
a language that carries memory, symbolism, and identity, shaping the distinctiveness and appeal of Alwan’s
narrative world.
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