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Abstract: Studies of Meccan history before Islam are distinguished by their comprehensiveness, due to the nature
of its religious origin: “Indeed, the first House established for mankind was that at Bakkah—blessed and a
guidance for the worlds” (Al ‘Imran, 3:96). Moreover, Mecca’s leadership in Arabian trade prior to Islam,
especially after the Ilaf agreements, contributed to this comprehensiveness and strengthened its relations with all
tribes of the Arabian Peninsula. In addition, Meccan politics were conducted through consultation (shira) in Dar
al-Nadwa, where responsibility was collectively shared. Following the Quraysh Z/af'and the formation of the
alliances of al-Mutayyibun and al-Ahlaf, honorary offices in Mecca underwent changes to include all clans of
Quraysh. These two alliances also played a role in shaping Meccan policy toward Arab tribes and neighboring
states, reinforcing their influence both within and beyond Mecca through various means such as alliances,
protection (jiwar), and intermarriage. Socially, this policy - despite the absence of a single political leadership
governing Mecca - resulted in a cohesive Meccan society, notwithstanding its social, religious, and intellectual
diversity. It also led to the formation of a network of alliances that strengthened ties among Arabian tribes, even in
the absence of a unifying political authority. This, in turn, paved the way for a later political and religious unity
embodied in the Islamic state in Medina following the conquest of Mecca in 8 AH.
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(21) Kitchen. K.A.(1994). The World of Ancient Arabia
Series DOCUMENTATION FOR ANCIENT ARABIA,
PART I, Liverpool University Press, P. 259.
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