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Abstract. This study aims to explore the manifestations of irony in Hassan Al-Nami’s collection Beyond the Door
through the analysis of selected samples of very short short stories. It seeks to identify the forms and types of irony
and to examine its levels as a semantic and aesthetic structure. The study opens with an introduction addressing
the particularity of this literary genre, followed by a theoretical section that discusses the concept of irony, its
types, and the nature of the very short short story. In the applied section, the researcher analyzes selected texts
from Al-Nami’s collection to reveal the levels of irony and to trace its verbal, imagistic, and situational presence,
which constituted the focus of the applied analysis. Accordingly, the study tracks the presence of irony in selected
texts from the collection.The research adopts the stylistic analytical approach, given its effectiveness in uncovering
the manifestations of irony and tracing its mechanisms and operations in the very short short story. The study
arrives at several findings, most notably that Hassan Al-Nami employs lexical choices in the texts of Beyond the
Door to create a contradiction between the literal meaning and the intended meaning; he also employs visual
imagery to create a contrast between appearance and meaning, and utilizes representations of life situations to
generate a tension between expectations and reality. Such employment serves multiple purposes intended by the
short story writer—such as satire, sarcasm, and mockery—thereby endowing the text with rich semantic and
aesthetic density.
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