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The Defamiliarizing Narrator:An analytical study of “Sky over Africa” by Ali Al-
Shadawi
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Abstract. In an analytical manner, this study addressed the defamiliarizing [author] concept
(defamiliarization/ostranenie) as proposed by the critic, Tzvetan Todorov, specified the conceptual conditions and
theoretical capabilities thereof, and then implemented the concept to the text of “Sky over Africa” by Ali Al-
Shadawi. The analysis concluded that the text narrator represented both the actual conceptualizations that rendered
him analogous to a defamiliarizing one and the possible conceptualizations that enabled him to actualize the
typical image of the respective concept.
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