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Semiotic Analysis of Visual Images in Media Discourse of Al Riyadh Digital
Newspaper and its Interrelationship with Linguistic Signs
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Abstract. This semiotic study uses a descriptive and interpretive survey method to address the interrelationship
between visual and linguistic images in the Saudi newspaper Al Riyadh. The study presents the semiotics of
linguistic and non-linguistic narrative forms and the relationship (interconnection and overlap) between different
expressive forms on the newspaper’s pages through the levels of description and inclusion, reaching the direct and
indirect significance of the structures of media discourse. The objective is to reveal the hidden meanings of shapes,
colors, and lines—as well as the extent of word and image effectiveness in conveying the media message—and to
reach a conscious reading of the levels of media discourse. The study concludes that the images in the newspaper
have essential semantic dimensions, varying according to position, frame, size, and colors, as every formation
reveals communicative meanings. The linguistic sign is related to the image, as the size and color of fonts
constitute a message sent to communicate what language cannot convey or express.
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