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The Wish of Fossilization in Modern Arabic Poetry: Its Traditional Influences
and Semantic Transformations

Ahmed Saleh Al-Farasi
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Abstract. This research studies the wish of turning into stone found in modern Arabic poetry. The concept was
introduced by two mukhadram (poets whose lives spanned both the pre-Islamic and Islamic periods), Tamim bin
Mugbil and Al-Nimr bin Tuleb, and continued to appear across a rich semantic network of Arabic poetry with the
growth of the poetic experience and its complexities. Its widespread presence in the field of modern poetry
represents a phenomenon worthy of contemplation. To examine the emotional and visionary commonalities
between poets, despite their differing times, places, and circumstances, this study uses an intertextual analysis
approach to discover the productivity of this phenomenon in each model This research concludes that the presence
of the wish in modern Arabic poetry came about as a reproduction of the wish itself. It was not the predecessors
alone who wrote the wish; indeed, modern poets have participated in writing its characteristics as well, producing
one great wish that remains in a constant process of development. Additions, expansions, and substitutions
accompany its reproduction throughout the history of Arabic poetry, according to the psychological states of the
poets and their artistic constructive goals.
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