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Montage and Effects in Visual Narration for Short Documentary Films on Digital
Platforms: An Analytical Study
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Abstract. In the light of the expansion of digital platforms, short documentary films have become a vital tool for
conveying messages and human stories. With this evolution, the importance of montage and visual effects emerges
as crucial elements in shaping the viewer's experience and enhancing the documentary message. Therefore, the
current study aimed to examine the montage methods and visual effects employed in short documentary films
published on three digital channels on YouTube (Thamaniya, ST, and the Saudi Ministry of Tourism) and to also
reveal the correlational relationship between montage methods and the patterns of visual effects used in the films
under study. The study relied on content analysis as a tool to achieve its objectives, applying it to a purposive
sample of (90 films) from available short documentaries. The study resulted in a series of findings from which a
relationship exists between the size of the shots used in the documentaries and the adopted montage style. The
study also found that the rules of cinematography used have a significant impact on the montage style. This
indicates that the way shots are framed and composed can enhance or alter the impact of montage. Finally, the
results suggest a relationship between the cutting techniques used and the montage style. This means that the
choices of cutting, such as parallel editing or cutting between different sizes of shots, can significantly affect how
the story is narrated and presented.
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