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The Status of Modern Standard Arabic in the Linguistic Competence of Arabic
Speaker-Listener

Saleh Mohammed Al-Saab
Associate Professor of Grammar and Language, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Colleges of Languages and Humanities,
Qassim University, Saudi Arabia.
(Received: 24/ 7/1445 H, Accepted for publication 8/ 9/1445 H)

Keywords: Standard language, variety, language teaching, competence, linguistic immersion.

Abstract. This paper aims to determine the role of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) in the linguistic competence
of Arabic speakers. The study begins with an introduction discussing the concept of linguistic competence. The
paper addresses the question of whether MSA is the mother tongue for contemporary Arabic speakers, or it is a
second language. It investigates this question and then proposes a classification of learners of MSA and the
relevant teaching methods. The research concludes that MSA is the mother tongue for Arabic speakers, differing
from colloquial Arabic only in pronunciation and the absence of case markers. Additionally, it suggests that
instruction of MSA to colloquial Arabic speakers should focus on building on the latter, the naturally acquired
Arabic rather than assuming we teach a totally different language.
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