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Reading al-Kitab before Sibawayh
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Border University, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract. Sibawayh's book, al-Kitab, includes the rules of the Arabic language in full, has received great attention
from the time it was written to the present day. The sources of the history of Arabic grammar have differed in
answering an important question related to this book: Was this book read out to its author, Stbawayh? In this
research, | will attempt to answer this question by referring to the written on the covers of the available
manuscripts of this book, the introductions of its publications and what has been indicated by scholars interested in
the science of Arabic Language. The researcher suggests - based on a number of reasons - that al-Akhfash Al-
Awsat had read the entire al-Kitab to Sibawayh and that Abu Ishaq al-Ziyadi had read part of it to him but did not
complete it.
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