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Cultural integration of foreign students in public schools: an ethnographic study
of foreign students at Abbad Bin Kathir Intermediate School in Riyadh
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University, Saudi Arabia. Social Studies, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract. This study objectivizes to identify the reality of cultural integration of foreign students in public schools
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study was conducted using a purposive sample of 39 foreign students at
Abbad Bin Kathir Intermediate School (for boys) in the city of Riyadh, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study
depended upon the interview, as the primary tool, and observation during the interview, as a tool to help in
collecting data. Data were interpreted and analyzed through the theoretical approach (acculturation). The study
concluded that levels of integration and adaptation varied from one individual to another. The reason may be due
to many factors, including the period spent in the Kingdom by the participant, as well as their age at the time of
arrival to the Kingdom, and the extent of cultural similarity between him and Saudi society and the levels of
cultural integration in the family, etc. Familiarity of all members of the sample with Saudi food was remarkable,
give that food is a form of cultural integration between cultures.
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